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tempted to replace the uterus with the adherent placenta, it was found impos¬ 
sible to succeed. Professor Meigs, in his recent work on obstetrics, records tv 
case in which both lie and the late Professor James tried without effect— 
and I am sure that no one acquainted with these gentlemen could doubt their 
skill and perseverance;—but they were compelled to detach the placenta before 
they could replace the uterus. 

What influence traction of the cord had in this case, I am unable to deter¬ 
mine. The patient was an exceedingly delicate woman; this was her second 
accouchement, and she had recently undergone much bodily fatigue, and mental 
anxiety and depression, in consequence of the illness of her husband, who 
had died a few weeks previously of phthisis. She had taken a dose of oil in 
the morning, which operated freely, and so rapid was her labour, that she 
had barely time to get on the bed before the child was born. 


Art. XYT. — Two Cases of Spontaneous Luxation of the Hip Joint. Ily Henry 
A. Ramsay-, M. 4)., Raysville, Ga. 

I am aware that luxation of the hi]f joint spontaneously is not without 
precedent; but the following eases offer some points of departure from the 
general course of such accidents, which have induced mo to present them in 
a succinct form before the profession. Both of the following cases occurred 
in the same family, and were of peculiar interest to me, notwithstanding they 
produced painful impressions, owing to their intractability and utter hope¬ 
lessness of relief. 

The first case was in a small lad, six years of age; his temperament was 
phlegmatic, his muscles soft and flabby; his health was not greatly impaired 
until within a few weeks previous to his demise. 14is father died with con¬ 
sumption; his mother is a hale, hearty woman, and not predisposed to any 
scrofulous disease. When he was about four years of age, his parotids wen; 
tumefied, as I was informed; ho was supposed to be scrofulous by the physi¬ 
cian who then attended him; 1 learn that he had some ulcerations of that 
character; he, however, recovered from these, and seemed to be in very good 
health up to the month of January, 1847. About this period, without com¬ 
plaining of any pain, or without any symptoms of previous swelling or ulcera¬ 
tion about the joint, he began to limp. I was called in a few weeks subse¬ 
quent. I found him running to and fro about the house, quite lively, cheerful. 
and piai/ful ; he was limping very considerably, but had no expression of 
pain, nor did his countenance exhibit any. Upon a minute examination of 
the joint, I found no tenderness upon pressure, and but little upon rotation; 
there was no swelling of the inguinal glands, nor was there any wasting of 
the nates. The limb was very considerably shorter than the other; the toes 
rested upon the instep of the opposite foot ; the heel was elevated, the knee 
turned inwards, and the head of the bone could be distinctly felt upon the 
dorsum of the ilium. The patient continued in this situation for several 
months, running about the yard, playing with the other children, until a few 
weeks prior to his decease. During the time, his grandfather, on account of 
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his entire freedom from pain, or restraint in getting about, became very soli¬ 
citous for its reduction. But, as I was sure it was dependent upon some scro¬ 
fulous disposition, I gave my decided opinion against it. The old gentleman, 
however, desired me to consult Professor Ford relative to it. I did so, and 
he concurred; several other physicians were consulted, and all with the same 
success. 

The little patient continued to associate with his playfellows as usual, until 
the fall of 1847, when he was attacked with intermittent fever; his knee 
began to pain him, particularly at night; his limb began to waste; his gene¬ 
ral system deteriorated; he lingered for a few weeks in intense agony, from 
which no remedy seemed to relieve him, until death interposed its power. 

The second case was a little negress, now living, aged five years, who was 
attacked last spring with measles. Some eight weeks after her convalescence, 
she was observed to limp in walking, and that, too, without any premonition, 
as the family informed me. I was called. An examination of the limb deve¬ 
loped a complete dislocation of the femur, upwards and backwards, upon the 
dorsum of the ilium. This patient continued to play about for several weeks; 
at length she complained of pain in the knee at night, gradually grew worse, 
until she was confined to the house. Recently, some swelling has appeared 
about the joint, and tended speedily to ulceration; under a course of treatment, 
however, the swelling subsided, and when I last saw the patient, a few weeks 
since, she was walking with the assistance of a stick. 

No other ulcerations of a scrofulous character have presented themselves at 
iny time upon this patient since having measles. 

These cases seem to me to present the following unusual points:— 

1st. The absence of pain in both cases, prior to, and subsequent to, the luxa¬ 
tion. 

'2d. The apparent absence of an ulceration of the cartilages, which usually 
precede, or furnish a cause for, such dislocations. 

3f l. The ability of the patients to sport and play during the existence of 
the luxation, with an entire immunity from pain till within a short period of 
death or confinement! 

In conclusion, what caused the dislocations ? I am inclined to think that 
all the circumstances justify the conclusion that it was a deposition of callus 
in the acetabulum. This is merely an opinion, founded upon analogous cir¬ 
cumstances ; and as such, I throw it out for what it is worth. 


Lincoln Countf, Ga^ JprillSth, 1849. 



